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does resent, such a humiliating reduction of the status of Indian
wives and, as has been already pointed out, the legal consequences
of the judgment, which, it is apprehended, it is not within the
power of the Government by administrative action to remedy, are
serious enough to warrant an alteration of the law.

My Association, therefore, ventures to hope that the Govern-
ment will be graciously pleased to give due consideration to the
feelings of the Indian community in the matter, and take the op-
portunity that the introduction of the new Immigration Bill offers
to remedy the evil created by the unexpected judgment of Justice
Searle.1

Indian Opinion, 19-4-1913

20.    TELEGRAM TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR

[PHCENIX,]
April 15, 1913

THE INTERIOR

AM GRATEFUL GOVERNMENT FULL REPLY2 STOP REGRET
HOWEVER REPLY UNSATISFACTORY. COMMUNITY'S EXPERIENCE
BOARDS HITHERTO MOST UNHAPPY. RIGHT APPROACHING SUP-
REME COURT CHERISHED PRIVILEGE STOP BOTH PREVIOUS BILLS
THEORETICAL RIGHT ENTRY FREE STATE WAS TO BE RECO-
GNIZED. HOWEVER CONVENIENT SUB-SECTION THREE SECTION
FOUR MAY BE IT CONSTITUTES CLEAR DEPARTURE EXISTING

1 The Secretary wrote on May 9: "I am directed ... to inform you in
reply that it would be entirely opposed to the principles of European civiliza-
tion to pass legislation which would have the effect of disturbing in any way the
position in regard to the solemnization of valid marriages, as it now exists in
South Africa under the Roman-Dutch Law, by recognizing as valid any marriages
solemnized under a form which permits of the union of one man with more
than one woman.

"As you seem to question the statement, made by me in my previous
communication that the position, as indicated in Mr. Justice Searle's judgment,
has been well understood in South Africa for many years past, I am to
invite your attention to the fact that a case bearing on this question was settled
in the Cape Courts so long ago as 1860, and, as a result, an Act was passed
in that year which provides additional facilities for contracting valid mar-
riages by empowering the Governor to appoint special Marriage Officers for the
purpose of solemnizing marriages of persons professing the Jewish faith and
of persons professing the Mohammedan faith."

2  Vidf Appendix III,